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SUBJECT: MESSAGE FROM UK HIGH COMMISSIONER TO CYPRUS 

CORNISH OF BRITISH EMBASSY GAVE EUR/SE FOLLOWING TEXT OF 
APRIL 24 MESSAGE FROM BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER OLVER 
ON HIS CONVERSATION WITH DENKTASH. BEGIN TEXT. 

1. I CALLED ON DENKTASH YESTERDAY AFTERNOON TO DISCUSS 
PROSPECTS FOR VIENNA. HE WAS PESSIMISTIC. HE THOUGHT 
CLERIDES HAD NO REAL NEGOTIATING LATITUDE AND HAD FAILED 
TO GET THIS IN HIS RESIGNATION MANOEUVRES. EACH SIDE 
DISLIKED THE OTHER S POSITION PAPER - THOUGH THERE WAS 
ADMITTEDLY A LITTLE COMMON GROUND. IT WAS IN HIS VIEW 

A MISTAKE TO INVOLVE WALDHEIM SO EARLY IN THE GAME. 
DENKTASH SAID NONETHELESS THAT HE INTENDED TO KEEP THE 
BALL IN PLAY FOR THE INITIAL 5 DAYS IN ORDER TO AVERT AN 
IMMEDIATE AND UNSEEMLY BREAKDOWN: THIS WOULD AT LEAST 
GIVE HIM THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLAIN FULLY THE TURKISH 
STAND ON BI-ZONALITY. 
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2. I ASKED WHETHER HE WOULD FEEL FREE TO DISCUSS DETAILS 
OF A BI ZONAL PACKAGE ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT THE GREEK 
SIDE MIGHT, IF THEY FOUND THE PACKAGE ACCEPTABLE, THEN 
BE WILLING TO SWALLOW THE PRINCIPLE OF BI-ZONALITY. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


DENKTASH REPLIED THAT HE COULD DISCUSS THE SHAPE AND 
POWERS OF THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT BUT NOT DEMARCATION OF 
THE LINE: THIS WAS A MILITARY MATTER AND HE HAD NO MAN- 
DATE FROM ANKARA, DESPITE A REQUEST MADE SOME WEEKS BACK. 
WHEN I ASKED IF HE COULD NOT EVEN DISCUSS BROAD AREAS, 

HE SAID HE SUPPOSED THAT HE COULD REPEAT THE OFFER ALREADY 
MADE INFORMALLY OF 28 PERCENT. 

3. ON THE QUESTION OF THE MOVE OF TURKISH CYPRIOTS FROM 
THE SOUTH.DENKTASH SAID THAT CELIK HAD BEEN MISQUOTED. 

THIS WAS NOT A PRINCIPLE ON A PAR WITH BI-ZONALITY, BUT 

IT WAS NONETHELESS A MATTER OF GREAT IMPORTANCE WHICH 
HE PROPOSED TO RAISE WITH CLERIDES AT VIENNA. A LARGE 
PROPORTION OF THE 11,000 GREEK CYPRIOTS IN THE NORTH 
NOW WISHED TO MOVE SOUTH. HE WAS HOLDING THEM, AGAINST 
THEIR WILL, AT THE REQUEST OF THE GREEK SIDE. AT THE 
SAME TIME, TURKISH CYPRIOTS IN THE SOUTH WHO WISHED TO 
GO NORTH WERE BEING PREVENTED, SOMETIMES WITH TRAGIC 
RESULTS. HE PROPOSED TO INFORM CLERIDES THAT HENCEFORTH, 
FOR EVERY TURKISH CYPRIOT REFUSED A MOVE FROM THE SOUTH, 
HE WOULD RELEASE 5 GREEK CYPRIOTS FROM THE NORTH DESPITE 
OBJECTIONS FROM THE GREEK SIDE. 

4. DENKTASH WAS IN GENERAL CONCILIATORY AND THOUGH, I 
THINK, GENUINELY PESSIMISTIC, IS NOT PLANNING FOR AN 
EARLY BREAKDOWN. HE WILL PROBABLY LEAVE CYPRUS ON 25 
OR 26 APRIL, SPENDING ONE NIGHT IN ANKARA WHEN HE WILL 
SEE CAGLAYANGIL. END TEXT. 

5. FOR NICOSIA: REFERENCE IN PARA 2 TO "REPEAT " OFFER 
OF 28 PERCENT IS NEWS TO US. SUGGEST YOU CHECK WITH 
BRITISH EMBASSY ON ACCURACY OF REPORTED FIGURE. KISSINGER 
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